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D&T 

RE progression document    The words in green/ blue / red are the end of key stage statements from North Yorkshire Agreed RE syllabus  

 

EYFS aims 
Appreciate some 

similarities and 
differences 

between, lives, 

cultures and 
religions, both 

where I live and 
around the world. 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Expected Year 3 Expected Year 4 Expected Year 5 Expected Year 6 Expected 

Nursery  
Engage in opportunities 
spontaneously or 
linking with topical, 
local events such as 
celebrations, festivals, 
the birth of a new 
baby, weddings or the 
death of a pet 
Reception  
Recall simply what 
happens at a traditional 
Christian infant 
baptism and dedication 
Recall simply what 
happens when a baby 
is welcomed into a 
religion other than 
Christianity 

Begin to name the 
different beliefs and 
practices of Christianity 
and at least one other 
religion. 

Name the different 
beliefs and practices of 
Christianity and at least 
one other religion and 
begin to look for 
similarities between 
religions. 
Recall and name 
different beliefs and 
practices, including 
festivals, worship, 
rituals and ways of life, 
in order to find out 
about the meanings 
behind them; 

Recall the different 
beliefs and practices of 
Christianity and at least 
one other religion. 

Recall in detail and use 
the correct vocabulary 
in regard to the 
different beliefs and 
practices of different 
religions. 

Begin to make 
connections between 
different belief and 
practices of all 
religions. 

Make connections between 
different belief and practices 
of all religions 
 Describe and make 
connections between 
different features of the 
religions and world views 
they study, discovering 
more about celebrations, 
worship, pilgrimages and the 
rituals which mark 
important points in life in 
order to reflect thoughtfully 
on their ideas; 

 

Nursery  
Hearing and discussing 
stories of all kinds, 
including religious and 
secular stories with 
themes such as 
goodness, difference, 
the inner world of 
thoughts and feelings, 
and imagination 
Reception  
Re-tell re 
ligious stories making 
connections with 
personal experiences 

To respond and order 
some of the religious 
and moral stories from 
the bible and at least 
one other religious 
text, special book or 
religion other than 
Christianity.  

 

Suggest meanings of 
some religious and 
moral stories. 
Retell and suggest 
meanings to some 
religious and moral 
stories, exploring and 
discussing sacred 
writings and sources of 
wisdom and 
recognising the 
communities from 
which they come; 

Retell some of the 
religious and moral 
stories from at least 
three different religious 
texts and books. 

Recall in detail and use 
the correct vocabulary 
in regard to the 
different beliefs and 
practices of different 
religions 

Begin to compare 
stories, beliefs and 
practices from different 
religions including 
differences and 
similarities. 

Make links and compare 
stories, beliefs and practices 
from different religions 
including differences and 
similarities. 
Describe and understand 
links between stories and 
other aspects of the 
communities they are 
investigating, responding 
thoughtfully to a range of 
sources of wisdom and to 
beliefs and teachings that 
arise from them in different 
communities; 



Nursery  
Hearing and discussing 
stories of all kinds, 
including religious and 
secular stories with 
Reception  
talk about some 
religious stories 
Recall stories about 
special people in other 
religions and talk about 
what we can learn from 
them 

Begin to suggest 
meanings of some 
religious and moral 
stories. 

Retell some of the 
religious and moral 
stories from the bible 
and at least one other 
religious text or special 
books. 
Notice and respond 
sensitively to some 
similarities between 
different religions and 
world views; 

Retell some of the 
religious and moral 
stories from at least 
three different religious 
texts and books. 

Begin to compare the 
similarities of at least 
three different religious 
texts or stories. 

Begin to compare 
stories, beliefs and 
practices from different 
religions including 
differences and 
similarities. 

Make links and compare 
stories, beliefs and practices 
from different religions 
including differences and 
similarities. 
Observe and understand 
varied examples of religions 
and world views so that they 
can explain, with reasons, 
their meanings and 
significance to individuals 
and communities; 

Nursery 
Starting to talk about 
the different ways in 
which people believe 
and behave, and 
encouraging children to 
ask questions 
Reception 
Talk about what people 
do to mess up the 
world and what they do 
to look after it 

Show how different 
people celebrate 
aspects of religion.  

Begin to understand 
what it looks like to be 
a person of faith. 
Recognise some 
different symbols and 
actions which express a 
community’s way of 
life, appreciating some 
similarities between 
communities; 

Understand what it 
looks like to be a 
person of faith. 

 

To begin to understand 
the diversity of belief in 
different religions, 
nationally and globally. 

To understand and 
begin to evaluate the 
diversity of belief in 
different religions, 
nationally and globally. 

To understand and evaluate 
the diversity of belief in 
different religions, nationally 
and globally 
Observe and consider 
different dimensions of 
religion, so that they can 
explore and show 
understanding of similarities 
and differences between 
different religions and world 
views; 

Nursery 
Recognise some 
religious words, e.g. 
about God 
Reception 
Get to know and use 
appropriate words to 
talk about their 
thoughts and feelings 
when visiting a church. 

Pupils are familiar with 
key words and 
vocabulary related to 
Christianity and may be 
at least one other 
religion. 

Pupils begin to use key 
words and vocabulary 
related to Christianity 
and at least one other 
religion 

Use key words and 
vocabulary related to 
Christianity and at least 
one other religion. 

Begin to compare 
directly different 
responses to ethical 
questions looking at a 
range of different 
religions 

Articulate and begin to 
apply the different 
responses to ethical 
questions from a range 
of different religions 

Articulate and apply the 
different responses to 
ethical questions from a 
range of different religions 

Nursery  
Explore authentic 
religious artefacts, 
including those 
designed for small 
children such as ‘soft 
toy’ artefacts or story 
books 

Reception  

Say why 
Christmas/Easter 
and a festival from 
another faith is a 
special time for 
Christians/ 
members of the 

Either ask or respond 
to questions about 
what individuals and 
faith communities do. 

Ask and respond to 
questions about what 
individuals and faith 
communities do 
Ask and respond to 
questions about what 
communities do, and 
why, so that they can 
identify what 
difference belonging to 
a community might 
make; 

Ask and respond to 
questions about what 
individuals and faith 
communities do and 
why. 

Express views about 
why belonging to a 
faith community is 
valuable in their own 
lives. 

Creatively begin to 
express their views 
about why belonging to 
a faith community may 
be valuable. Relate this 
to their own lives. 
Begin to recognise 
those with no faith also 
have a belief system. 

Express views creatively as 
to why belonging to a faith 
community may be valuable 
both to different faith 
members and to their own 
lives. Recognise those with 
no faith also have a belief 
system. 
Observe and understand 
varied examples of religions 
and world views so that they 
can explain, with reasons, 
their meanings and 
significance to individuals 
and communities; 



other faith. 

Nursery  
Engage in Creative play, 
make-believe, role 
play, dance and drama 
 • Dressing up and 
acting out scenes from 
stories, celebrations or 
festivals 

Reception  

 

Express their own ideas 
creatively. 

Express their own 
ideas, opinions and talk 
about their work 
creatively using a range 
of different medium. 
Explore questions 
about belonging, 
meaning and truth so 
that they can express 
their own ideas and 
opinions in response 
using words, music, art 
or poetry; 

Use a range of different 
medium to creatively 
express their own 
ideas, thoughts and 
opinions. Begin to 
explain their ideas. 
Express their own ideas 
and opinions and begin 
to give good reasons 
for those ideas. Use a 
range of different 
medium to express 
their thoughts. 

Begin to make 
connections between 
their own ideas and 
others. 

Creatively begin to 
express their views 
about why belonging to 
a faith community may 
be valuable. Relate this 
to their own lives. 
Begin to recognise 
those with no faith also 
have a belief system. 

Discuss and apply their own 
and others ideas about 
ethical questions and to 
express their own ideas 
clearly in response. 
Discuss and present 
thoughtfully their own and 
others’ views on challenging 
questions about belonging, 
meaning, purpose and truth, 
applying ideas of their own 
thoughtfully in different 
forms including (e.g.) 
reasoning, music, art and 
poetry; 

Nursery 
Listen and respond  
to religious music 
Reception  
Be aware that some 
religious people have 
places which have 
special meaning for 
them • talk about the 
things that are special 
and valued in a place of 
worship 

Begin to talk about and 
find meanings behind 
different beliefs and 
practices. 

Talk about and find 
meanings behind 
different beliefs and 
practices 
Observe and recount 
different ways of 
expressing identity and 
belonging, responding 
sensitively for 
themselves; 

Suggest and find 
meanings behind 
different beliefs and 
practices. 

Respond to meanings 
behind different beliefs 
and practices. 

Begin to reflect and 
respond thoughtfully to 
the significance of 
meaning behind 
different beliefs and 
practices. 

To reflect and respond to 
the significance of meaning 
behind different beliefs and 
practices 
Understand the challenges 
of commitment to a 
community of faith or belief, 
suggesting why belonging to 
a community may be 
valuable, both in the diverse 
communities being studied 
and in their own lives; 

Below age related 

expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

At  age related 

expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Exceeding  age 

related 

expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     



 

 

 


